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SANTA ANA SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSING DRAMATIC ACHIEVEMENT GAP 
IN MATH USING DISTINCT VISUAL APPROACH

MIND Research Institute’s Math Education Software Program Helps 
Hispanic Students Nearly Double Their Math Proficiency

  PRESS RELEASE

SANTA ANA, Calif., Dec. 12, 2011 -- The non-profit education researcher MIND Research Institute  today 

announced significant success by the Santa Ana Unified School District in closing the math achievement 

gap of its predominately minority, high English learner student demographic. Using MIND’s unique, visual 

math instructional software in 36 of the 38 school district’s elementary schools, the district’s 25,000 K-5 

students have closed a 16 point gap and now match the California state average math scores on the 2011 

California Standards Test (CST) math assessment. 

Santa Ana elementary teachers have steadily improved student math achievement over the last seven years 

while gradually rolling out MIND’s visual math education software program to grades K-5. The Santa Ana 

Unified School District, which began implementing MIND Research Institute’s visual math program with 

five schools in 2004, scored at 35 percent proficiency, 16 points below California state average. Now in 

36 schools, students’ proficiency increased to 67 percent on the latest CST scores, matching California 

students’ average CST math aptitude levels and nearly doubling the district’s 2004’s math achievement.

“What’s truly noteworthy about Santa Ana students’ math proficiency is that we’re seeing remarkable results 

at the scale of a large urban district—not just one high-achieving class or school—where the predominantly 

Hispanic student body has closed the achievement gap ,” said Andrew R. Coulson, President of the MIND 

Education Division. “This accomplishment is a testament to the profound commitments made by Santa 

Ana Unified School District’s teachers, principals and administrators, who truly understand MIND’s visual 

learning program and reaps its rewards in their classrooms.”
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With a Hispanic student population of nearly 95 percent and 87 percent of students participating in the 

district’s free and reduced-price meal programs, Santa Ana Unified School District is Orange County’s largest 

school district and the sixth largest district in California. Language proficiency is challenging for many 

students, with approximately 60 percent classified as English language learners. 

“The MIND Research Institute’s program is invaluable in preparing our students to become an important 

part of our country’s future workforce,” said Herman Mendez, assistant superintendent of Elementary 

Education for Santa Ana Unified School District. “By overcoming language barriers and elevating their math 

proficiency with this distinct visual software, our students are maximizing their ability and demonstrating 

they can truly compete with their peers when given the proper tools to succeed.” 

Orange County Math Initiative

The Santa Ana Unified School District sites have benefitted from startup grants from the Orange County 

Math Initiative. The Orange County Math Initiative is a community partnership to help teachers elevate 

student math achievement in the county. The Initiative is a partnership between the Orange County 

Department of Education (OCDE), participating corporations, foundations and individuals, and the MIND 

Research Institute. Orange County corporations are funding the partnership to meet their ongoing needs 

for employees at all levels of business who possess math skills. The five-year effort will continue until the 

total budget of $5.9 million is met. Over $4 million has been raised to date. For the 2011-2012 school year, 

the Orange County Math Initiative will impact 14 districts, 108 schools, more than 2,600 teachers and more 

than 61,000 high-need students.

MIND Research Institute

The MIND Research Institute is a neuroscience and education research-based, non-profit corporation. 

MIND applies its distinctive visual approach to illustrating math concepts and building problem-solving 

skills as the basis for innovative, research-proven math education programs for elementary and secondary 

schools. MIND’s programs currently reach over 320,000 students and 13,000 teachers in more than 1,000 

schools in 24 states. For more information, visit www.mindresearch.net.
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